INTO BATTLE
come to the aid of Belgium at her urgent appeal. Whatever our
feelings may be upon the facts so far as they are known to us, we
must remember that the sense of brotherhood between the many
peoples who have fallen into the power of the aggressor and those
who still confront him will play its part in better days than those
through which we are passing.
The situation of the British and French Armies now engaged
in a most severe battle and beset on three sides and from the air,
is evidently extremely grave. The surrender of the Belgian Army
in this manner adds appreciably to their grievous peril. But the
troops are in good heart, and are fighting with the utmost discipline
and tenacity, and I shall, of course, abstain from giving any par-
ticulars of what, with the powerful assistance of the Royal Navy
and the Royal Air Force, they are doing or hope to do. I expect
to make a statement to the House on the general position when the
result of the intense struggle now going on can be known and
measured. This will not, perhaps, be until the beginning of next
week.
Meanwhile, the House should prepare itself for hard and heavy
tidings. I have only to add that nothing which may happen in
this battle can in any way relieve us of our duty to defend the
world cause to which we have vowed ourselves; nor should it
destroy our confidence in our power to make our way, as on former
occasions in our history, through disaster and through grief to' the
ultimate defeat of our enemies.